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SUBJECT: MINTOFF MOVES TO ABOLISH MALTESE TITLES OF 
NOBILITY 

1 . PRIME MINISTER MINTOFF HAS INTRODUCED A BILL IN 
PARLIAMENT TO ABOLISH ALL MALTESE TITLES OF NOBILITY 
AND TO ESTABLISH INSTEAD A MALTESE SOCIETY OE HONOR. 
MEMBERSHIP IN THE NEW SOCIET WILL BE LIMITED TO A 
OTOTAL OE TWENTY MALTESE, PLUS AN UNDETERMINED NUMBER 
OF HONORARY FOREIGN MEMBERS. APPOINTMENTS TO THE 
SOCIETY WILL BE MADE ANNUALLY ON REPUBLIC DAY 
(DECEMBER 13) BY THE PRESIDENT OE MALTA ON THE WRITTEN 
ADVICE OF THE CABINET (I.E., MINTOFE) EOR "ACTS OF 
EXCEPTIONAL BRAVERY" AND "DISTINGUISHED SERVICE TO 
MALTA." 

2. IN ADDITION TO ABOLISHING ALL EXISTING TITLES, 

THE PROPOSED BILL ALSO WILT .PROHIBIT THE FUTURE 
ACCEPTANCE BY A MALTESE CITIZEN OF ANY FOREIGN 
HONOR, AWARD OR DECORATION (EXEPT A UNIVERSITY 
DEGREE) UNLESS: (A) IT IS CONEERRED BY A EOREIGN 
STATE OR SOVEREIGN ORDER HAVING DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS 
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BY THE PRESIDENT OE MALTA ON THE WRITTEN ADVICE OF 
THE CABINET (MINTOEE, AGAINS). 

3. COMMENT: IN MOVING TO ABOLISH EXISITNG MALTESE 
TITLES, WHICH ARE AMONG THE OLDEST IN EUROPE, WITH 
MANY OE THEM PREDATING THE PERIOD OE THE RULE OE 
THE KNIGHTS OE MALTA (1530-1798), MINTOEF IS TAKING 
ANOTHER STEP TO EMPHASIZE MALTA'S NEW STATUS AS A 
REPUBLIC. IN PRELIMINARY PARLIAMENARY DISCUSSIONS 
OE HIS BILL, MINTOEE HAS URGED THAT HIS PROPOSALS 
NOT BECOME A PARTISAN ISSUE BETWEEN THE LABOR AND 
NATIONALIST PARTIES SINCE THEY ARE EOR THE "GOOD 
OE THE COUNTRY." THE EMBASSY DOUBTS THAT THE 
NATIONALISTS WILL MAKE A SERIOUS EEFORT TO DEEEND 
THE MALTESE NOBLES, SINCE MINTOEE'S PARLIAMENTARY 
MAJORITY ASSURES HIM OF VICTORY IN ANY EVENT. ON 
THE OTHER HAND, MINTOFE'S PERSONAL CONTROL OE 
APPOINTMENTS TO THE PLANNED MALTESE SOCIETY OE HONOR 
WILL CERTAINLY NOT PLEASE THE NATIONALISTS. WIGGINS 


LIMITED OEEICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLICIES, HONOR AWARDS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 28 MAY 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: CunninFX 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975VALLET00585 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7501 86-0725 
From: VALLETTA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linki 975/newtext/t1 975051 1/aaaaajyt.tel 

Line Count: 80 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: CunninFX 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 04 JUN 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <04 JUN 2003 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <14 OCT 2003 by CunninFX> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MINTOFF MOVES TO ABOLISH MALTESE TITLES OF NOBILITY 
TAGS: PINT, MT, (MINTOFF, DOMINIC) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



